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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: US/FRG TRUCKING CONSULTATIONS 

REF: A. BONN 2481 B. STATE 31589 

1 . FONOFF OFFICIAL KRONECK HAS TOLD US MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORT (PAAS) SUGGESTED THAT CONSULTATIONS ON FRG 
TRUCKING RESTRICTIONS TAKE PLACE IN BONN ON APRIL 20 
AND 21 OR SOMETIME DURING THE WEEK OF APRIL 26. WITH 
RESPECT TO REPEATED EMBASSY EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN OVER 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT FRG MIGHT MOVE AGAINST SEABOARD 
PREMATURELY, KRONECK REPORTED PAAS' WILLINGNESS TO OVER- 
LOOK PREVIOUS "CONTRAVENTIONS" OF THE GERMANS INTERPRE- 
TATION OF IATA RESOLUTION 507B. PAAS, HOWEVER, REPORT- 
EDLY INDICATED THAT SEABOARD WOULD BE EXPECTED TO ABIDE 
BY ALL GERMAN CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS FROM NOW ON. 

2. DURING A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH EMB OFFICIALS, 
SEABOARD LOCAL MANAGER BUTTLER LEFT US WITH THE IMPRESS- 
ION THAT HIS RECENT CONTACTS WITH THE FMT SUGGESTED THE 
GERMANS WOULD NOT TAKE PUNITIVE ACTION AGAINST THE 
CARRIER UNTIL US/FRG CONSULTATIONS TOOK PLACE. IT 
WOULD THEREFORE BE DIFFICULT TO JUDGE THE FIRMNESS OF 
PAAS 1 INTENTION TO ENFORCE THE GERMAN TRUCKING RESTRICT- 
IONS BEFORE OUR TALKS. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE 
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THINK IT BEST THAT WE NOT APPROACH THE FMT ON THIS 
MATTER AGAIN, SINCE PAAS AND HIS STAFF OBVIOUSLY FEEL 
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THEY HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO TAKE A HARD LINE WHEN 
ASKED. WE THINK THERE IS AN EVEN CHANCE THE GERMANS 
WILL HOLD OFF ANOTHER FEW WEEKS. BUT IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE BEST IF WE SCHEDULED OUR CONSULTATIONS AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. WE SUGGEST. THEREFORE, DEPARTMENT GIVE 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO ACCEPTING ONE OR THE OTHER 
OF PAAS' PROPOSALS. 

HIT ,T .F.NBR AND 
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